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South Asia Voluntary Enterprise
Report of the Director and Trustees
For the Year Ended 31 January 2020
The director of the company and the other charity trustees are pleased to present their report and the financial
statements for the year to 31 January 2020.
Objectives & Activities
The charitable objects of SAVE are:
-

to work as a non-political and non-religious charitable organisation, working for improvement in life and
help in social, economic and cultural development of the disadvantaged and dispossessed communities
primarily in the SAARC group of countries, Myanmar and United Kingdom.

-

to promote assist and encourage all or any measures for the alleviation of poverty and hunger, imparting
or improving education and healthcare, encouraging women’s right and empowerment and improving
nutrition and sanitation around the above communities or any other charitable activity which will promote
the above aims and objectives.

-

to train, develop, support and promote the voluntary self-help groups to achieve the above goals
throughout the underdeveloped communities of aforementioned countries.

-

to foster collaboration between organisations promoting such groups and their projects and to promote
activities for the benefit of such organisations.

-

to encourage, assist and promote development education to make people aware of social, economic and
cultural issues for development of society as a whole.

The principal means of achieving the charity’s objectives is through giving grants, after due diligence, to
organisations to support work in the areas listed above.
Achievements & Performance
During the year, SAVE made grants to 10 organisations in 3 countries, as noted below.
Gyan Niketan: (£8,959) Inter College Women’s Association (ICWA), Patna, Bihar: SAVE has been supporting
ICWA to run primary education centres for slum children in Patna, since 2006. ICWA at present is catering to
more than 600 children. A major part of the above funding is raised in the UK by friends and family of Sister
Carol.
Pratibondhee Shangha: (PBS): (£6,000) West Bengal: Empowerment and community based rehabilitation
of persons with disabilities through training, capacity building and income generating activities. Such was
the success of our last project with PBS that the Bairdwatson Trust agreed to part fund SAVE for a
further three year project fort training and income generation.
Calcutta Social Project: (CSP): (£5,356) SAVE supports CSP’s vocational training programmes in sewing
and embroidery for young illiterate mothers living in slums in South Kolkata. So successful has the training been
that contracts have been received to supply bed linen to a number of private hospitals in Kolkata. Since 2000
SAVE has been behind many of the major projects of CSP, as one of the principal donors.
Tagore Foundation: (£2,241) Tagore Foundation school was founded in 2001 by Mrs. Srabani Sengupta with the
task of educating children with special needs. It educates children with autism, cerebral palsy and Down’s
syndrome, etc, so that they can be integrated into society. Beginning with only two students, now it has 150
including 25 slow learners, 28 special children and 20 normal children from the poorer section of the society.
SAVE provides funding also for school meals.
ASHI: (£1,114) ASHI has six short-stay homes to give shelter to abused young women who had to leave their
homes. SAVE has been funding ASHI for almost 20 years supporting 6 to 10 young women each year training
them as auxiliary nurses, physiotherapists, ECG and laboratory technicians, depending on capabilities, helping
them to settle back again in the society. SAVE UK also funds ASHI’s beautician training, sewing and embroidery
projects.
Jan Chetna Manch: (£10,571) Jan Chetna Manch, Bokaro, is a community-based NGO, based in the
Chandankiari block of the Bokaro district, Jharkhand, India. It has been working here for over 3 decades since
1994. Its main activities have been women’s empowerment, establishing savings and credit groups, women’s
health in general and particularly related to pregnancy. SAVE has been funding the treatment of epilepsy
particularly during pregnancy, reducing the incidence of- 2
miscarriage.
-
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BC Girls Hostel for underprivileged girls, Solapur, Maharashtra: (£1,416) This hostel provides much needed
shelter, care and education to underprivileged girls. SAVE has provided funds for a sanitation block and general
development. Funding has also been provided for training in sewing and embroidery.
Parents Care Home: (£3,977) Funds were raised by SAVE by pubic appeal to support the work of Parents
Care Home in Kathmandu, Nepal. The funds were donated to support the day-to-day operation of the home.
Welcome To My Yard (WTMY): (£5,971) Funds were received from the Bairdwatson Trust of Scotland for a
small project which will provide a tailoring programme for homeless young women or those who are at
risk of homelessness. Both basic and advanced training are provided in Kathmandu by WTMY for their
resettlement.
Cultural & Empowerment Organisation for Afghans (CEOA) Kabul, Afghanistan: (£5,424) For the last three
years SAVE has been funding operative costs of children with congenital heart disease carried out in Kolkata,
India. Save has provided the travel and support costs for a group of children from Afghanistan who were
to have cardiac surgery carried out in a private hospital in Kolkata.

Engagement within the UK
As a way of engaging the local communities in the work of SAVE we have made a concerted effort to reach out
to organisations working in similar areas in the UK, particularly in health care. Donations have previous been
made to Positive Action in Housing for work with refugees and asylum seekers, children’s hospice and
MacMillan Nurses. In the year under review this was not done but the intention is to make such donations in the
year ending January 2021.
Financial Review
There was a net increase in overall funds during the year of £2,847, consisting of a decrease of £3,089 in
unrestricted funds and an increase of £5,936 in restricted funds. Analysis between restricted and unrestricted
funds is shown in the statement of financial activities on page 7 and further details of each fund are shown in
note 7 on pages 11 to 12.
Income during the year increased to £64,831 (2019: £33,315). A fundraising event was held during the year
which contributed to the increase, along with several large individual donations. Details of donations are
as outlined in Note 2 on page 10.
Expenditure during the year increased to £61,984 (2019: £32,961), reflecting the increased income levels.
During the year, the charity made grants totalling £51,028 to 10 recipient organisations (2019: £30,103
to 14 organisations) for a range of purposes as outlined in Note 3 on page 10.
Funds carried forward amount to £24,232, of which £10,944 is held in restricted funds and the balance of £13,288
is held in the unrestricted general fund of the charity. This represents the charity’s free reserves.
Reserves policy
The operating costs of the charity are funded by donations from members and occasionally from grants from
external agencies. As there are no staff costs the reserves policy of the organisation is to retain sufficient funds
in the bank to cover wind up costs and, as SAVE does not have any contractual agreements with outside bodies,
the amount required is minimal.
Structure, Governance and Management
South Asia Voluntary Enterprise (SAVE) is a company limited by guarantee and not having a share capital
(company number SC148437). The company is governed by the terms of its Memorandum & Articles of
Association, most recently revised in June 2012, and is a registered Scottish charity (number SC022264).
The Company Director is a trustee, along with others who serve as members of the Board of Trustees. Trustees
are appointed from the members at the annual general meeting (AGM) and may also be co-opted at other times.
The office bearers are appointed at Board meetings. In accordance with the company's Articles, all
trustees retire at each AGM and are eligible for re-appointment.
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Risk management
The trustees are aware of and have assessed the major risks to which the charity is exposed, in particular those
related to the operations and finances, and are satisfied that the systems in place are robust enough to mitigate
all major risks.
COVID-19
Since the year end, the charity has been impacted by the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic. In terms of the
operation of the charity the impact of COVID-19 has been that meetings have been postponed and future meetings
will need to be held remotely. There has been no major operational impact beyond this.
During the year the Indian government has made changes regarding the receipt of funds by organisations from
outwith India. As a result of this some transfers from SAVE to partners in India were rejected by the receiving bank.
All our partner organisations now have the correct authorisation but further changes in the regulation in India may
cause delays in the transfer of funds in the future.
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Report of the Independent Examiner
To the Trustees of South Asia Voluntary Enterprise
I report on the accounts of South Asia Voluntary Enterprise for the year ended 31 January 2020, which are set out
on pages 7 to 14.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner
The directors, as trustees of the charity, are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the
terms of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 (the 2005 Act) and the Charities Accounts
(Scotland) Regulations 2006, as amended (the 2006 Accounts Regulations). They consider that the audit
requirement of Regulation 10(1) (a) to (c) of the 2006 Accounts Regulations does not apply. It is my responsibility
to examine the accounts as required under section 44(1) (c) of the 2005 Act and to state whether particular matters
have come to my attention.
Basis of independent examiner's statement
My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations. An examination
includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with
those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeks
explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the
evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given
by the accounts.
Independent examiner's statement
In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention:
1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:



to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44(1) (a) of the 2005 Act and Regulation 4 of
the 2006 Accounts Regulations, and



to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with Regulation 8 of the
2006 Accounts Regulations

have not been met, or
2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts
to be reached.

Date: 30th December 2020

Paul M Clelland CA
Member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Scotland
Paul Clelland Accountancy
Suite 1, First Floor West
Clydeway House
813 South Street
Glasgow
G14 0BX
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